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       SPECIAL POINTS  
   OF INTEREST 

¶ KBOCC Commencement 

Ceremony Held 

¶ Michigan Supreme Justice 

McCormack Visits KBIC  

¶ KBIC Forest Habitat Im-

provements 

¶ HeadStart Class of 2018 

¶ KBIC -NRD Hosts Tours 

¶ Peopleôs Garden Program 

¶ New Employees, Whoôs Who 

¶ Criminal Report  

¶ Deepest Sympathy 

 TWELVE RECEIVE DIPLOMAS AT 2018 KEWEENAW BAY 
OJIBWA COMMUNITY COLLEGE COMMENCEMENT CEREMONY 

(Left to right), front rowðMax Rivas, Andrew Kozich, Kathleen Smith, Denise Moschetto, Rebecca 
Gauthier, Carisa LaFernier, back rowðSerene Smith, Betsey Leinonen, Joshua Robinson, Michael Rodri-
guez, Bryan Welsh, and Jane Kahkonen. 

Picture by Lauri Denomie. 

     The Keweenaw Bay Ojibwa Community 
College held their 2018 Commencement 
Ceremony on Saturday, May 5, 2018, at the 
Niiwin Akeaa Facility in Baraga, Michigan.  
Another milestone achieved for KBOCC as 
they issued degrees to their largest graduat-
ing class of twelve students earning their as-
sociate degrees: Associate of Applied Sci-
ence/Business Administration: Joshua Robin-
son (honors); Associate of Applied Science/
Early Childhood Education: Rebecca Gauthier 
and Betsey Leinonen (honors); Associate of 
Arts/Liberal Studies: Denise Moschetto 
(honors); Associate of Anishinaabe Studies:  
Andrew Kozich (honors), Carisa LaFernier 
(honors), and Bryan Welsh (honors); Associ-
ate of Science/Environmental Science: Jane 
Kahkonen (honors), Max Rivas (honors), Mi-
chael Rodriguez (honors), Kathleen Smith 
(honors), and Serene Smith (honors). 
     KBOCC offers four certificate programs 
which are approved by the Higher Learning 
Commission for Business, Office Systems, 
Environmental Science, and  Criminal Justice 
Corrections Certificate.  Earning certificates 
were:  Business Administration Certificate:  
Dawn Gauthier, Zena Huhta, and Robin Roe; 
Criminal Justice Certificate: James Fish, Tyler 
Funke, Ronald Hueckstaedt III, and Tammy 
Mantila; Environmental Science: Trey Loons-
foot. 

ronment, Early Childhood Education Pro-
grams, business offices, to name a few.   
     Miigwech to Debbie Parrish, who just re-
tired this year.  It was her vision and perse-
verance which brought us from the one-room 
classroom in the Ojibwa Senior Citizen Center 
to the myriad of programs and campus build-
ings we have today.  Today we are graduat-
ing our largest class with Associateôs De-
grees, and we look forward to breaking that 
record over and over again.ò         

     Cherie Dakota, Interim President, gave the 
welcome and said, ñHow lucky we are to have 
KBOCC located right here in our own back-
yard.  Iôd like to thank the Keweenaw Bay In-
dian Community for the support they give to 
KBOCC, which is an investment to the county 
by offering an education to the residents of 
our community.  A majority of the students 
continue to reside right here and take employ-
ment that strengthens the community in many 
different fieldsðNatural Resources and envi-

Above Kathleen Smith (Chosa), Valedic-
torian displays great achievement. 

Picture by Lauri Denomie. 
     KBIC Tribal Council Member Rodney 
Loonsfoot gave the Invocation and Council 
Address.  Robin Chosa, Chairman KBOCC 
Board of Regents, served as Master of Cere-
monies.  Four Thunders conducted the Pro-
cessional, and Wiikwedong Ogichidaa Soci-
ety (KBIC Honor Guard) posted the colors.   
     KBIC Tribal Council Treasurer/Ojibwa 
Housing Department Director Doreen Blaker 
gave the Commencement Address.  Doreen 

Blaker said, ñWe come together to 
honor and recognize the KBOCC 
graduates of 2018.  As a Tribal Com-
munity, we gather for many occa-
sions.  In good times and bad, through 

(1) Bezhig  Continues page two. 

Above (right) Cherie Dakota, Interim Presi-
dent, presented Billie Jo Krask (left) with the 
Zoongideôewin Award.  The Zoongideôewin 
Award recognizes a student who has demon-
strated the qualities of courage and persis-
tence in overcoming obstacles to his or her 
educational goals. 

Picture by Lauri Denomie. 
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Graduation continued: 

The Tribal Court has agreed to comply with 
the request of the Keweenaw Bay Indian 
Communityôs CEOôs office to publish criminal 
sentencing on a routine basis.   

TRIBAL COURT  
CRIMINAL SENTENCES 

An Honorable Guest Visits the  
Keweenaw Bay Indian Community 

     Justice Bridget Mary McCormack is the Michigan Supreme 
Courtôs liaison for Tribal Courts.  Justice McCormack visited and 
toured four Upper Peninsula Tribal Courts recently  She visited the 
Keweenaw Bay Indian Communityôs Tribal Court on Thursday, April 
26, 2018, sitting down to a late breakfast with Honorable Bradley T. 
Dakota, Chief Judge; Honorable Violet M. Friisvall Ayres, Associate 
Tribal Judge; and numerous Court staff.  The three Justices then 
toured the Keweenaw Bay Indian Community.  Following the 
Courtôs visit, Justice McCormack did an interview at KBICôs Eagle 
Radio.  Justice McCormack said, ñEfforts are being made to im-
prove the relationships between tribal and state courts; visiting 
each other and working together we can learn from one another.ò  
Later that day, Justice McCormack twittered, ñAnd the tour of KBIC 
was stunning.  Great team at the Court!ò     ~Submitted by Newsletter Editor. 

(Left to right) Honorable Bradley T. Dakota, Chief Judge KBIC; Justice 
Bridget Mary McCormack, Michigan Supreme Court; and Honorable Violet 
M. Friisvall Ayres, Associate Judge KBIC.  

Picture by Lauri Denomie. 

Jeremy Voakes, case #18-026, §5.15b, Impaired driving ï 1st offense 
Sentencing on 04/23/2018, #18-026, §5.15b: 
1. Fine $300.00. 
2. Ninety days jail, credit for 15 days jail served, 75 days jail suspended pending 

successful completion of probation.  Defendant shall be financially responsible for 
the costs of lodging and any expenses incurred while incarcerated.   

3. Three to six months of standard alcohol and drug restricted probation with a 
$10.00 monthly probation fee.  Defendant shall be financially responsible for the 
costs of drug and PBT testing, if any.   

4. Defendant shall obtain a substance abuse screening and shall follow the recom-
mendations of the screening until successfully discharged.  Defendant shall be 
financially responsible for the costs associated with the screening.  Defendant 
shall sign a release of information to allow the Court to monitor compliance. 

William ñMannyò Brunk, case #17-229, §3.1706, Controlled substance ï pos-
session (Marijuana) ï 1st offense 
Sentencing on 04/23/2018, #17-229, §3.1706: 
1. Fine $150.00. 
2. Ten days jail; ten days jail suspended pending successful completion of Proba-

tion.  The Defendant shall be financially responsible for the costs of lodging and 
any expenses incurred while incarcerated. 

3. Restitution of $5.45 for Court costs associated with Bench Trial. 
4. Defendant shall obtain a substance abuse screening within two-weeks of sen-

tencing and shall comply with the recommendations of the screening until suc-
cessfully completed.  Defendant shall sign a release of information with the pro-
vider to allow the Court to monitor compliance.  The Defendant shall be financially 
responsible for the costs of screening and treatment, if any.   

5. Three to six months standard alcohol and drug restricted probation with a $10.00 
monthly fee.  Defendant shall be financially responsible for the costs of drug and 
PBT testing, if any.   

6. Defendant shall call in to the Sentry call-in system seven days a week until admit-
ted into inpatient treatment facility.  Once released from the treatment center, 
Defendant shall report to the Probation Office within 24-hours; if released on the 
weekend, Defendant shall report Monday morning.  Thereafter it shall be the dis-
cretion of the Probation Office for his required reporting, whether in person or use 
of the Sentry call-in system.   

7. Defendant shall set up a payment plan with the Probation Office within the next 
two-weeks. 

Allyson Denomie, case #18-036, §8.901, Contempt of court ï 2nd offense 
Sentencing on 04/30/2018, #18-036, §8.901: 
1. Fine $2,000.00. 
2. One-hundred-eighty days jail.  Defendant shall be financially responsible for the 

costs of lodging and any expenses incurred while incarcerated.   
3. Case shall be transferred to the Healing To Wellness Court.   

Allyson Denomie, case #18-037, §8.901, Contempt of court ï 3rd offense 
Sentencing on 04/30/2018, #18-037, §8.901: 
1. Fine $2,000.00. 
2. One-hundred-eighty days jail.  Defendant shall be financially responsible for the 

costs of lodging and any expenses incurred while incarcerated.   
3. Case shall be transferred to the Healing To Wellness Court.   

teardrops and laughter, we have shared our joys and supported 
one another in hard times; it is our unspoken bond and forms our 
identity as the Keweenaw Bay Indian Community.   
     We are guided by the philosophy of our ancestors ð to make 
this world a better place for our future generations.  A simple yet 
complicated teaching.  It drives us into the unknown, to challenge 
the status quo, and to break down existing barriers for the better-
ment of our future.  This college started as an idea and then a 
Council Resolution in 1975 to provide Tribal Members an opportu-
nity for a college education on the reservation.  Today, we see its 
success with each graduating class.  A vision that became a reality.   
     Any decision to make a change or to start a new path is not an 
easy one.  It is full of uncertainty and sometimes self-doubt, but 
there is a certain kind of excitement in knowing you are about to 
embark on a new adventure.  Such as the day each of todayôs 
graduates decided to enroll in college.  Your journey through col-
lege has given you many gifts and strengthened your character.  
You have gained knowledge; there is nothing more I like to hear 
than a college student tell me something they learned while re-
searching for a paper they are writing or telling me something about 
our environment such as how bees play a crucial role in pollination.   
     You have learned to utilize different methods of modern technol-
ogy, whether to verify your thesis for your capstone project or 
gather information from the community.  I like the survey polls on 
Facebook, and I always think to myself, ódata gathering time for the 
KBOCC students.ô  You have learned time management as most of 
you are juggling jobs and families along with your college studies.  
You have become great multi-taskers.  Another important value is 
you have strengthened your ability to overcome adversity and solve 
problems.  College is not easy; it is a lot of academic blood, sweat, 
and tears.  You improved on your ability to learn new concepts, 
how to accept constructive criticism, and you learned how to go an 
extra mile to bring your grade up.  You have learned how to ask for 
help when where there was a class you were having problems, and 
we all know there is at least one class that will haunt you during a 
semester.  So along with obtaining your degree or certificate, you 
have become a much stronger person.   
     Know that the ending of this chapter in your life starts the begin-
ning of another one.  As you go on in life, youôll find that you will 
have many ventures, some good, some bad.  Enjoy the good and 
learn from the bad and move on as the challenging time has just 
left you moving in a different direction.  So what will the next part of 
your journey encompass?  Whatever you want to achieve, if you 
put the time and effort into it as you did into obtaining your degree 
or certificate, you will succeed.   
     Perhaps you want to continue your education.  You now have a 
solid foundation to build upon.  A new career pathð you know what 
it takes; you have disciplined yourself to accomplish a long term 
objective.  You will determine your journey, but remember you are 
here to better this world for our future generations.  The Keweenaw 
Bay Indian Community has always had to deal with various issues 
challenging the tribe.  We need you to take your education and 
teach our children to keep the culture and history of who we are as 
Anishinabe alive, protect our environment with your research, come 
up with new business ideas to build our tribal economy, and to be-
come tomorrowôs leaders.  Live your dream, seek your vision, donôt 
waste time trying to live as others want you to do, and donôt let the 
opinion of others drown out your voice.  Follow your heart and trust 
your instincts.  Remember there is no set path in life.  Go into the 
world and succeed in your goals but more importantly go into the 
world to do good.ò                                        ~ Submitted by Newsletter Editor. 

HonorsðFall 2017:  Isaac Elmblad, Tyler Funke, Billie Jo Krask, 
Jacob Ketola, Kyle Menard, Max Rivas, Serene Smith, Melissa 
Treadeau, Ronald Tilson, and Bryan Welsh. 
HonorsðSpring 2018:  Terri Curtis, Isaac Elmblad, Tyler Fish, Jac-
queline Jossens, and Ethan Lee. 
DeansðFall 2017:  Kristen Dean, Jolene DeCota, James Fish, 
Dawn Gauthier, Rebecca Gauthier, Ronald Hueckstaedt III, Jac-
queline Jossens, Christopher Knight, Eva Lind, Alexis Mantta, 
Tammy Mantila, Timothy Raymond, Joshua Robinson, Wendy 
Rogers, Kathleen Smith, and Sydni Voakes.   
DeansðSpring 2018:  Lindsey Aleo, Kristen Dean, Jaycie Forcia, 
David Johfetson, Jane Kahkonen, Billie Jo Krosk, Eva Lind, Alexis 
Mantta, Joshua Robinson, Richard Tilson, Milissa Treadeau, Abi-
gail Turpeinen, Sydni Voakes, and Bryan Welsh. 
Special Awards ð Art (Leadership in Art):  Bryan Welsh; Anishi-
nabe Department (Certificate of achievement): Eva Lind; Core Cor-
rections (Excellence in Corrections):  Sam Loonsfoot; and Liberal 
Studies (Certificate of 
Recognition):  Peggy 
Barauskas and Jeremy 
Chapman.   
Faculty Member of the 
Year:  Andrew Kozich. 
Student of the Year:  
Joshua Robinson.   
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     The Michigan Indian Elders Association (MIEA) is 
pleased to announce that it will make available (4) 
$1,000 scholarships and (6) $500 scholarships.  The 
scholarships will be awarded to at least nine qualified 
students with the $1,000 scholarships being awarded to 
top three qualified students, as determined by committee 
review and lottery, if necessary.  Each student must be 
currently enrolled in a course of study at, or have a letter 
of acceptance from, a public college or university or 
technical school and must meet the following qualifica-
tions. 

QUALIFICATIONS ï the student: 

¶ Must be an enrolled member (copy of Tribal Card) or  

a direct descendant of an enrolled member of one of 
the MIEA constituent Tribes/Bands (must be verified 
in writing by the Tribal Enrollment Department). 

¶ Must have successfully completed and passed all 
five General Education Development (G.E.D.) 
equivalency tests with a minimum score of 40 and an 
average score of 45 and must possess a G.E.D. cer-
tificate; or must have graduated from an accredited 
high school with a 3.00 grade point average; or if cur-
rently enrolled at a college, university, or trade 
school, must have an accumulated grade point aver-
age of 3.00. 

¶ Must, except for special and extenuating circum-
stances, attend college, university, or trade school on 
a full-time basis. 

¶ Must complete the provided application form and 
submit it with required supporting documentation, 
and the mailing must be RECEIVED BY THE COOR-
DINATOR postmarked no later than June 15, 2018.  

(PLEASE NOTE, incomplete or late applications will 
not be considered). 

     An application form can be downloaded by visiting 
http://michiganindianelders.org/students.php on the web.  
The application can also be obtained from the Tribal 
Education Department of each of the constituent Tribes/
Bands (includes Keweenaw Bay Indian Community). 

MICHIGAN INDIAN ELDERS ASSOCIATION 

2018 SCHOLARSHIP NOTICE 

Mark Emery, case #18-028, Ä5.61, Penalties, driverôs license re-
quired ï 1st offense 
Sentencing on 05/02/2018, #18-028, §5.61: 
1. Fine $100.00. 
2. One to three months of standard alcohol and drug restricted proba-

tion with a $10.00 monthly probation fee.  Defendant shall be finan-
cially responsible for the costs of drug and PBT testing, if any.   

3. Ninety days jail, 90 days suspended pending successful completion 
of probation.  Defendant shall be financially responsible for the 
costs of lodging and any expenses incurred while incarcerated.   

Mark Emery, case #18-029, §16.503, No auto insurance ï 1st of-
fense 
Sentencing on 05/02/2018, #18-029, §16.503: 
1. Fine $90.00. 

Michael Dowd, case #17-139, §5.61(a), License revoked ï 6th of-
fense 
Sentencing on 05/09/2018, #17-139, §5.61(a): 
1. Fine $250.00. 
2. Thirty days jail, credit for eight days jail served, 22 days jail shall be 

served.  Defendant shall be financially responsible for the costs of 
lodging and any expenses incurred while incarcerated.   

3. Defendant is to meet with the Probation Officer once released to set 
up a payment plan to be paid-off within six months.  Defendant shall 
be financially responsible for the costs of drug and PBT testing, if 
any.   

Michael Dowd, case #17-173, §8.901, Contempt of court ï 1st of-
fense 
Sentencing on 05/09/2018, #17-173, §8.901: 
1. Ten days jail.  Defendant shall be financially responsible for the 

costs of lodging and any expenses incurred while incarcerated.   

Rebecca Genschow, case #18-044, §5.15(b), Impaired driving ï 
1st offense 
Sentencing on 05/09/2018, #18-044, §5.15(b): 
1. Fine $300.00. 
2. Ninety days jail, credit for one-day jail served, 89 days jail sus-

pended pending successful completion of probation.  Defendant 
shall be financially responsible for the costs of lodging and any ex-
penses incurred while incarcerated.   

3. One to three months of standard alcohol and drug restricted proba-
tion with a $10.00 monthly probation fee.  Defendant shall be finan-
cially responsible for the costs of drug and PBT testing, if any.   

4. Defendant shall obtain a substance abuse screening and shall fol-
low the recommendations of the screening until successfully dis-
charged.  Defendant shall be financially responsible for the costs 
associated with the screening.  Defendant shall sign a release of 
information to allow the Court to monitor compliance. 
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Enroll TodayéBecause Every Child Deserves A Head Start! 
DEADLINE FOR APPLICATIONS IS:   JUNE 22, 2018 

Call our offic
e for more 

information or to pick up 

an application and enroll-

ment packet fo
r th

e 2018-

2019 school year! 

Contact Terri, Robyn, or Rhonda at (906) 524-6626 

Two Full-Day  
Head Start  
Centers! 

KBIC Child  
Development Center 

16489 Skanee Road (Zeba) 
LôAnse, MI  49946 

Pre-Primary Building 
112 College Road 
Baraga, MI  49908 

 KBIC HEAD START 
(Two Centers, LôAnse and Baraga) For Children 3 to 5 years old 

& 

KBIC EARLY HEAD START 
(One Center, Skanee Road, LôAnse) For Children birth to 3 years old 

Volunteer Transporters  
     NorthCare seeks volunteers to transport individuals to their behavioral health appointments.  This position is a volunteer one; how-
ever, mileage is reimbursed at the current federal rate.  Volunteers must pass a criminal background check and have a valid l icense, cur-
rent car insurance, and an operational vehicle.  Volunteers will be provided training.  To learn more, contact Lindsey at                        
LindseyL@upsail.com or call 906-250-2448. 
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